

WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

K A database management method comprising: 

\ determining actions to be performed on one or more database objects, wherein a 
dataolase comprises the one or more database objects; 
Performing the actions on the database objects; 

monitoring results of the performing the actions on the database objects; and 
reconfiguring one or more policies or definitions based on the monitoring the 
results of the Performing the actions on the database objects. 

2. The database management method of claim 1, further comprising: 
automatically determining a schedule for performing the actions on the database 

objects, wherein the performing the actions on the database objects comprises performing 
the actions on the datatmse objects based on the schedule. 

3. The database management method of claim 2, 

wherein the performing the actions on the database objects based on the schedule 
comprises automatically performing the actions on the database objects based on the 
schedule. \ 

4. The database management method of claim 1, further comprising: 
confirming the performing thk actions on the database objects. 

5. The database management methou of claim 1, further comprising: 
collecting statistics relating to operation of a database; and 
determining characteristics of the database objects. 

6. The database management method of claim 5, 
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wherein the determining the characteristics of the database objects comprises 
autoniatically determining the characteristics of the database objects. 

7. TheMatabase management method of claim 5, 

whereih the determining the actions to be performed on the database objects 
comprises determining the actions to be performed on the database objects based on the 
characteristics of th\ database obj ects. 

8. The database management method of claim 7, 

wherein the determining the actions to be performed on the database objects based 
on the characteristics of thev database objects comprises automatically determining the 
actions .to be performed on tije database objects based on the characteristics of the 
database objects. 

9. The database management method of claim 5, 
wherein the statistics comprise object-level statistics. 

10. The database management method of claim 5, 
wherein the statistics comprise activity-level statistics. 

1 1 . The database management method of claim 5, 

wherein the determining the characteristics of the database objects comprises 
determining the characteristics of the database objects^using the collected statistics. 

12. The database management method of claim 5, 
wherein the determining the characteristics of tHfe database objects comprises 

determining the characteristics of the database objects using t^e one or more policies. 
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1^ The database management method of claim 5, 

wherein the determining the characteristics of the database objects comprises 
determining the characteristics of the database objects using the one or more definitions. 

14. The database management method of claim 1, further comprising: 
customizing the one or more definitions. 

15. The database management method of claim 1 , further comprising: 
customizing theVne or more policies. 

16. A carrier medium V comprising program instructions, wherein the program 
instructions are computer-executable to implement: 

determining actions to be performed on one or more database objects, wherein a 
database comprises the one or more database objects; 
performing the actions on theMatabase objects; 

monitoring results of the perfoirning the actions on the database objects; and 
reconfiguring one or more policies or definitions based on the monitoring the 
results of the performing the actions on the database objects. 

17. The carrier medium of claim 16, wherein the program instructions are further 
computer-executable to implement: 

automatically determining a schedule for performing the actions on the database 
objects, wherein the performing the actions on the database objects comprises performing 
the actions on the database objects based on the schedule 

1 8. The carrier medium of claim 17, 
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wherein the performing the actions on the database objects based on the schedule 
comprises automatically performing the actions on the database objects based on the 
scheduf 

19. The carrier medium of claim 16, wherein the program instructions are further 
computer-execiitable to implement: 

confirmingsthe performing the actions on the database objects. 

20. The carrier medium of claim 16, wherein the program instructions are further 
10 computer-executable to implement: 

collecting statistics relating to operation of a database; and 
determining characteristics of the database objects. 
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2 1 . The carrier medium of claftn 20, 
15 wherein the determining tnfe characteristics of the database objects comprises 

automatically determining the characteristics of the database objects. 



20 



22. The carrier medium of claim 20, 

wherein the determining the actions to be performed on the database objects 
comprises determining the actions to be performed on the database objects based on the 
characteristics of the database objects. 



23. The carrier medium of claim 22, 

wherein the determining the actions to be performed on the database objects based 
25 on the characteristics of the database objects comprises automatically determining the 
actions to be performed on the database objects baseV on the characteristics of the 
database objects. 
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The carrier medium of claim 20, 
wherein the statistics comprise object-level statistics. 

25 . t^ie carrier medium of claim 20, 

wherein the statistics comprise activity-level statistics. 
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26. The carriW medium of claim 20, 

wherein th\ determining the characteristics of the database objects comprises 
determining the characteristics of the database objects using the collected statistics. 



27. The carrier mediurii of claim 20, 

wherein the determining the characteristics of the database objects comprises 
determining the characteristics^ the database objects using the one or more policies. 

15 28. The carrier medium of claim\20, 

wherein the determining theNeharacteristics of the database objects comprises 
determining the characteristics of the database objects using the one or more definitions. 



29. The carrier medium of claim 16, wherein the program instructions are further 
20 computer-executable to implement: 

customizing the one or more definitions. 



25 



30. The carrier medium of claim 16, wherein me program instructions are further 
computer-executable to implement: 

customizing the one or more policies. 



31. A database management system comprising: 
a CPU; 
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a database coupled to the CPU, wherein the database comprises one or more 
dat^ase objects; 

memory coupled to the CPU, wherein the memory stores program instructions 
which are^xecutable by the CPU to: 

determine actions to be performed on the database objects; 

?rform the actions on the database objects; 
monitor results of the performing the actions on the database objects; and 
reconfigure one or more policies or definitions based on the monitoring 
the results of the performing the actions on the database objects, 

32. The database management system of claim 31, wherein the program instructions 
are further executable by the CPU to: 

automatically determine a schedule for performing the actions on the database 
objects, wherein in performing the actions on the database objects, the program 
instructions are further executable byythe CPU to perform the actions on the database 
objects based on the schedule. 

33. The database management system of\laim 32, 
wherein in performing the actions on the database objects based on the schedule, 

the program instructions are further executable m the CPU to automatically perform the 
actions on the database objects based on the schedi^ 

34. The database management system of claim 3 1\ wherein the program instructions 
are further executable by the CPU to: 

confirm the performing the actions on the databaseNpbjects. 



35. The database management system of claim 31, wher^jn the program instructions 
are further executable by the CPU to: 
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collect statistics relating to operation of a database; and 
determine characteristics of the database objects. 

36. The database management system of claim 35, 
5 wherein in determining the characteristics of the database objects, the program 

instructions are further executable by the CPU to automatically determine the 
characteristics OMhe database objects. 

3 7 . The databaseVnanagement system of claim 3 5 , 
10 wherein in determining the actions to be performed on the database objects, the 

program instructions ar<\further executable by the CPU to determine the actions to be 
. 5! » performed on the database objects based on the characteristics of the database objects. 

3 \ 

hQ 38. The database management system of claim 37, 

ip \ 

15 wherein in determining the actions to be performed on the database objects based 



on the characteristics of the database objects, the program instructions are further 
executable by the CPU to automatically determine the actions to be performed on the 
database objects based on the characteristics of the database objects. 

20 39. The database management system Vf claim 35, 

wherein the statistics comprise object-level statistics. 

40. The database management system of claim 35, 
wherein the statistics comprise activity-leyel statistics. 

25 

41 . The database management system of claim ^5, 
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wherein in determining the characteristics of the database objects, the program 
instructions are further executable by the CPU to determine the characteristics of the 
databa9^ objects using the collected statistics. 

42. The database management system of claim 35, 

whereifi in determining the characteristics of the database objects, the program 
instructions are further executable by the CPU to determine the characteristics of the 
database objects using the one or more policies. 
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10 43 . The database management system of claim 3 5 , 

wherein in determining the characteristics of the database objects, the program 
instructions are further executable by the CPU to determine the characteristics of the 
database objects using the onetor more definitions. 

15 44. The database managementWstem of claim 31, wherein the program instructions 
are further executable by the CPU to>y 

customize the one or more deflations. 

45. The database management system \f claim 31, wherein the program instructions 
20 are further executable by the CPU to: 

customize the one or more policies. 
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